
Richard Wrona - Statement of Educational Philosophy 
 

At its core, education is inspiring others to lifelong learning and continuous improvement. 
It is not only instructing students in a particular topic or subject, but mentorship inside and 
outside the classroom to drive students to maximize their potential in all aspects of their 
personal development. Education is one of the noblest professions. 
 

I have a strong affinity for a classical education methodology focusing on grammar, logic, 
and rhetoric. In this context, grammar focuses on those facts and theories necessary to build 
students’ abilities to synthesize new concepts. As but one example, a student’s understanding 
of pre-World War I international politics is well-nigh impossible without a geographic 
understanding of Germany’s location between France and Russia, or in the absence of an 
historical understanding of nineteenth century Franco-Prussian relations. While we should not 
confuse facts with learning, little learning can be accomplished without a strong understanding 
of the basic facts and theories germane to a particular subject. 
 

Logic relies on a grammatical foundation to build students’ abilities to, first, understand 
that no individual theory/perspective/lens is sufficient to explain a particular circumstance or 
outcome, and, second, to draw from multiple perspectives to build students’ own coherent 
positions and explanations. Logic is the “teaching of thinking” that should monopolize the time of 
undergraduate studies. 
 

Educated members of society, however, must be able to do more than simply build the 
coherent arguments that logic allows. Students must also develop the ability to convey sound, 
well-constructed arguments in ways that persuade others to a particular point of view. In this 
vein, rhetoric — communicating one’s own position persuasively — advances a student’s 
education in a particular subject. 
 

To be clear, my emphasis on a classical teaching methodology in no way precludes the 
incorporation of modern tools or methods to pique students’ interests in subjects or to assist 
them on the road to a well-rounded education. In my professional experiences as an educator, I 
have successfully incorporated a variety of media and methods that require students to think 
expansively, particularly regarding how they might best communicate their ideas to other 
individuals. 
 

Finally, classrooms provide outstanding opportunities to build lifelong relationships and 
to mentor those pursuing excellence. Liberty Common’s focus on a classical teaching 
methodology, reinforced by dedicated educators committed to the school’s vision and backed by 
a board of directors and an administration committed to initiating and pursuing strategic 
improvements, will advance the quality of the future generations of leaders guided in our 
classrooms. 
 


